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The purpose of this course is to obtain an understanding of
the Biblical background of New Testament truths.

This is primary a lecture coursez not a Bible
study/discussion. Feel free, however, to ask questions and
make comments.

This is an informal course and not a worship/ministry
meeting and all are free to participate. | would, however, ask
that ladies cover their heads when praying (1 Cor 11:5).
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scripture alone")
U Not through tradition, visions, dreams, etc.
U Inthese last days God has spoken to us through Jesus Christ (Heb. 1:2)
U The Holy Spirit speaks of Christ and guides us into all truth
U This truth, and information about God is contained in Scripture
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C Although accuracies as low as 44% have been claimed, discrepancies
between the Biblical text are less than 23% so we can have confidence in the
Bible

C There is a need for Scripture in a common language

C Translations need to be wordfor-word. How can we say that God saysif in
AAAO EO EO | AT60 xI OAOQe

C All translations have a doctrinal bias

C Scripture should not be copyrighted
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Purpose To determine if it is still valid to use the (New) King
James Translation in our assemblies.

1. Greek Text Types
U Western, Caesarian, Alexandrian, Byzantine

Alexandrian Text Type

Byzantine Text Type

Reservations Concerning the Alexandrian text type
Koine versus Attic Greek and editing of text types
Problem with Mark 16:9-10 in Alexandrian manuscripts
Comment

Conclusion
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C Within text -types there are similarities which are believed to
have arisen when scribes using different manuscripts as the
OAOAlI Pl AO6 AOI I xEEAE Ol 1| AEA
manuscripts in that line would favour their exemplar.

Main Greek Text Types

1. Western - Main characteristic is a love of paraphrase.

2. Caesarean Mixture of Western and Alexandrian readings .
3. Alexandrian z Shorter and basis for all modern translations
4. Byzantine (Textus Receptus Majority Text)
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Alexandrian Text type

C 7 E E E b MdStinader@ New Testament translations, however,

now use an Eclectic Greek text that is closest to the Alexandrian
text-OUP A 806

C One reason is that Alexandrian manuscripts are the oldest we have

found, and some of the earliest church fathers used readings found
In the Alexandrian text.

C Another is that the Alexandrian readings are adjudged more often
to be the ones that can best explain the origin of all the variant
readings found Iin other text-types.
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Primary and most convincing argument in favour of the Alexandrian
Text is that it is validated by the oldest manuscripts.

Alexandrian

Alexandrian text-type is withessed by around 30 surviving
manuscripts. Few manuscripts before @ century. However 9 (over
half of the total that survive) are more less pure Alexandrian text.

Codex Sinaiticus [codeX | was written 330-360 A.D. and Codex
Vaticanus (Graecus 1209 [codex B] (Matt. Hebrews 9:14) was written
325350 A.D. A number of substantial papyrus manuscripts of portions
of the New Testament survive from earlier still- such as §° and p’
from the early 3rd century - also tend to witness to the Alexandrian
text.
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Bible Books Witness Approx. Date (A.D.)
Acts Papyrus® 250
Romans B Tim, Heb Papyrust® 200
John Papyrus® 200
John and Luke Papyrus’® 250
New Testament Codex Sinaiticus 350
Matthew z Heb 9:14 Codex Vaticanus 325

*About 30 manuscripts in all
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Byzantine Text type (Majority, Koine, Traditional, etc.)

C)O EO OEA A&l Ol AektisRécepAi® ODAABET BAOCE
for most Reformation-eratranslations and hence of the King James
version of the Bible.

C Is represented by the largest number of Greek New Testament
manuscripts.
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that dominated the Greek- speaking world. This dominance existed

from at least the fourth century until the invention of printing in
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readings found within the Byzantine Textform exist as component
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C Problem is that there is no complete manuscript before 400500 AD
with this text -type. Therefore it has been concluded that this text
type was formed in the editing process by taking the best from
other sources.
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3a. Manuscripts: Chief Parchment
Witnesses for the Byzantine Text

Byzantine
There are six manuscript
to the Byzantine text-
cover the gospels

ntury which conform
B century. They
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Two Possibilities for this (Wikipedia)

1. Papyri did not survive outside of the dry climate of Egypt
(Alexandrian)

2.0" UUAT OET A OA@O OADPOAOCAT OO A AiI1TO
compilation and correction from around the 4th century, the
editors having eclectically selected those readings from a range of
early manuscripts, that best conformed to their presupposed
standards of the characteristics to be expected in the New
4A00AT AT O OA@O86
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C Kenyon and Adams (1975) discussed the Beatty papyrus discoveries
(p45 p46 p47, according to Metzler, dating from the first half of the
third century, about the year 200, and middle or latter part of the
OEEOA AAI OOOUh OAOBPAAOEOAI UQ 11 OE
nearly the whole New Testament, and provide valuable and
substantial evidence of textual conditions in Egypt a century before
the Vatican and Sinaitic codices with which our manuscript
AOEAAT AA POAOEI OOI U AACAT 856
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(193337), it was found that these early 3 century fragments agree
surprisingly often with the Traditional (Byzantine) Text against all
other types

Ci: 01060 Yyiéq O 10iAAO i & "UUAT OF
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of the sister-manuscript Pap2°; see, for example, Matt. 26:7 and
| AOO8 YadYé8o
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FAx OOAE " UUAI OET A OAAAEI Cc0O859

C Metzger (1962) lists 23 instances of the agreements of Papffti 46 and
66 with the Traditional (Byzantine) Text against all other text -types.

And at least a dozen more such agreements occur in Papyruss o
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~ 3b. Byzantine Papyri (with respect to
Alexandrian witnhesses; Beatty
Papyri*’ % 4%) (Kenyon and Adams 1975)

Readings Byzantine
Alexandrian text (Textus
Codex Si Receptus)

With 55

papyrus

Against

papyrus

Agreement,

% of total




Kenyon and Adams

C$AOAA AO ai 1 {1 Oprovidig hedaresty A AOI EA
continuous Gospel text found until that time. (Ala’ngl and Alapd’ .
note this papyrus containsJohn1:Ynd €1 Al A OEAO OEE
Greek papyrus book to have been found with even its sewing almost
El OAAO86 (
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[Sinaticus]
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3b. Corrections with respect to Alexandrian
withesses; Bodner Papyri®® (which had
numerous corrections) (G.D. Fee)

Corrections

Corrections % of corrections
abandoned b '

d by towards text
type

Alexandrian

Codex Sinaticus 56
Codex Vaticanus 58
Papyrus’® 67
Byzantine 63
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throughout the whole period of perhaps 1200 years. Only very
sporadically do readings found in other text-types appear in one or
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of the New Testament textual tradition is tenacity, I.e., the stubborn
OAOEOOAT AA | £ OAAAETI CO AT A OAgO O
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4. Problems with the
Alexandrian Text




Age is not really a problem but is used as the primary reason for
accepting the Alexandrian text.

Remember that the main withesses, Codex Vaticanus and Codex

Sinaiticus, are dated 32% 350 AD. That is roughly 200 years after the
originals.

In Codex Alexandrinus, dated 400500 AD the gospels are Byzantine
text type. Thatis ~ 300 years after the originals.

So, in manuscripts that far removed from the original are not other
factors more important than this age difference?

In addition, we must not forget that there are Byzantine readings the
papyri from a much earlier date. So Is not the real problem with age is
that although two Alexandrian manuscripts have been found, similar

Byzantine manuscrigts have not been found yet.
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There are 3,036 differences between Sinaiticus and Vaticanus only in
the text of the Gospels along(Wikipedia)

Dean Burgon (1883) has stated: "It is In fact easier to find two
consecutive verses in which these two [manuscripts] differ the one

from the other, than two consecutive verses in which they entirely
ACOAAB8O

McDonald (2008): While Codex Vaticanus is one of the most
Important ancient New Testament texts surviving antiquity, it is
nevertheless and edited text and a partial or defective one at that.
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